Predicting outcomes is important in planning patient management and rehabilitation. Two cases, one with illustrative radiology, are described. Each presented with potentially preventable morbidity, secondary to unrecognised compression of the spinal cord. Detailed history and examination may have revealed the underlying problem: a condition with potential associated long-term morbidity.
INTRODUCTION
In this paper, we describe two cases in which there was a delay in reaching the diagnosis of spinal cord compression, leading to increased morbidity in each case. We would suggest that, in each case, a full history and thorough clinical examination would have prompted investigation of the underlying problem, thereby resulting in lessened morbidity. We also suggest that where response to treatment including rehabilitation is not as expected, a clinical explanation should be sought. CASE 
